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Día de los Muertos
proyecto cultural

Objective:  To gain an understanding of the Mexican perspective on the cycle of life and death and how this pertains to their celebration of The Day of the Dead, El Día de los Muertos.  
Due Date:  Wednesday, November 5th
Procedure

Investigate:

· Go to these websites and read the information contained or watch the videos.  (This document is posted on my website, where the links are live to help you get there faster.)  As you read, pay special attention to the symbols used and their meanings, and to the differences between the way Western and Mexican cultures view death.
websites:

http://www.mexonline.com/daydead.htm
http://farstrider.net/Mexico/Muertos/Background.htm 
http://www.diadelosmuertos.us/article/day-of-the-dead 
http://diadelosmuertos.us/article/dia-de-los-muertos-altars 
http://planetwaves.net/pagetwo/2008/10/28/dias-de-los-muertos/ 

http://blog.craftzine.com/archive/2009/10/day_of_the_dead_shrine.html 
videos:
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2005/10/1031_051031_video_muertos.html
http://www.azcentral.com/ent/dead/video/
just for fun: http://www.vivacalaca.com/ 
Show What You Know
· Use the information you learned from reading the websites to answer some questions about the traditions and symbols of the celebration of Día de los muertos.  If you don’t have access to the internet at home, use the library or come after school to use the ones in my room. This worksheet is one-fifth of your project grade.  Read carefully, because the information you find will be your guide as you design and build your own ofrenda.
Apply What You Learned
· Make an altar or ofrenda of your own.  Use a shoebox and decorate it in the manner of the Dia de los Muertos ofrendas.  You will see many examples of ofrendas in the websites and videos.  Notice what things are included in the ofrendas and include these in your tribute to the person.  (Don’t use perishable food and drink, though, as a real ofrenda would.  Use pictures of it!)  You may make an ofrenda for a relative or acquaintance that has passed away, or you may choose to do one for a famous person who has died or a fictitious character.
· Include in the ofrenda ten sentences in Spanish to describe the person being honored. Use descriptive adjectives to tell what their personality was like, what they looked like, and to tell about the activities or things they like.
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· You will be graded on how well you incorporated appropriate cultural symbols and on how well you integrated items that represent the honoree’s tastes and personality.  You will also be graded on the creativity of your project, neatness and use of space, and on the sentences you write.  Take your cue from the ofrendas you see in your research.  There are some examples of previous student projects on my website, along with the rubric I will use to grade your project.
Do I get points for pretty?








